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pended upon the continuance of a national debt,
both institutions having been borrowed from
the English monarchy. He urged the payment
of the public debt as rapidly as possible, and
maintained that the surplus revenues and the
idle coin in the Treasury, together with that
which would accumulate under the silver law
of 1878, would be sufficient to pay off the debt
within the next six years. The only excuse for
funding the debt was to perpetuate the national
banking system which, with other corporations,
was "fast swallowing up the profits of labor,
and reducing the people to a condition of vas-
salage and dependence. Those monopolies, of
whatever class, headed by the associated banks,
are interlocked in purpose, and always act in
closest sympathy."

General Weaver believed that "the great
problem of our civilization" was "to bring the
producer and consumer together", and to do
this, besides an adequate currency, the "rigid
regulation of inter-State commerce and trans-
portation" was necessary. As both of these
were in the control of monopoly, the producer
and the consumer were being ground into
"poverty and ruin". He was "especially
thankful" that the platform was "open, bold,
and unmistakable on these great questions",
because the Republican and Democratic plat-
forms were either "silent" or "pronounced in